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The mountainous region of Arcadia, situated in the heart of the Peloponnese, has attracted considerable interest and attention since
antiquity. Many ancient authors described Arcadia in detail, discussing its rich mythology, many sites, unusual gods, numerous
sanctuaries, engaging history, diverse geography, and the important fact that its inhabitants were indigenous, living there even before
the moon (Proselenoi), and the original inhabitants of Greece (Pelasgoi). During the Renaissance, Arcadia was depicted in art as o
beautitul, pristine, and magical place with unspoiled wilderness. By the 19th century European travelers were exploring the region,
and later in the century archaeologists began excavating its various sites. For over 140 years Arcadia has been investigated by
archaeologists from Greece and many other countries in Europe and North America. Today we consider some of the sites recently
excavated in Arcadia, and focus on two where the speaker has been involved, the Sanctuary of Athena Alea at Tegea, and the
Sanctuary of Zeus on Mt. Lykaion. We shall see how archaeological discoveries have contributed significantly to our understanding
of the history of Arcadia and enhanced our appreciation of this enchanting mountainous region.
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Mary E. Voyatzis received her BA in Classical Studies from the University of Pennsylvania, a post-graduate
diploma in Classical Archaeology from Girton College, Cambridge, and her Ph.D. from University College, London,
with a dissertation entitled “The Sanctuary of Athena Alea at Tegea, 800-600 BC, and its Relation to Other Arcadian
Sanctuaries.” She began teaching at the University of Arizona, Tucson in the Department of Classics in 1986, and is
currently Professor in the School of Anthropology, Department of Religious Studies and Classics.
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This talk will be offered on Zoom. Please RSVP to hellenic@humnet.ucla.edu to receive the link.
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